
No Fear:  

Growing up in a risk averse society 







 



Anxious parents? 

 



 





 



 



Playground safety 

• How big is the problem? 

• Cost? 

• Impact on injuries? 

• Side effects? 

• Opportunity costs? 



 







 



 



 

 Risk assessment 

 Risk-benefit assessment 



Battle Hill Primary School 



Ivy Road 

 



 



“The forest” 

 



We believe that a benefit-risk assessment… needs to be 

a value-based exercise which is dependent on the 

practitioner's knowledge about children's capacities, their 

resilience and their ability to make judgments. They also 

need to understand the benefits of at least some 

accidents and that some things can only be learnt 

through experience.  



Bayonne Nursery 
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[In play provision] 

we should shift from 

a system of risk 

assessment to a 

system of risk–

benefit assessment, 

where potential 

positive impacts are 

weighed against 

potential risk. 



 Being willing to have a 

go refers to the role of 

play in children finding 

an interest, initiating 

activities, seeking 

challenge, having a „can 

do‟ orientation, being 

willing to take a risk in 

new experiences, and 

developing the view of 

failures as learning 

opportunities. 

 30 Mar 2011 



  

Practitioners should 

not have to undertake 

written risk 

assessments when 

they take children out. 

Learning to keep safe 

is an important 

element in the face of 

limitations imposed by 

a risk-averse society. 



www.rethinkingchildhood.com  


